Annual Meeting, 1958 


Mrs. Malcolm MacGregor, president, 
opened the annual meeting of the 
Pequot-sepos Wildlife Sanctuary on 
Sunday afternoon, June 1958. 

Officers elected for the coming year 
are: Mrs. MacGregor, president; vice 
president, George A. Ford, Jr.; treas- 
urer, Capt. Nelson V. Pickering; sec- 
retary, Mrs. Barry Dench. 

New members elected to the board of 
directors are Rudy Favretti, Storrs; 
Mrs. C. V. Moore, Westerly; Mrs. W. D. 
Wright, Stonington and Mrs. Dench. 

About 44 persons attended the meet- 
ing held out of doors in the sunshine 
on the Museum lawn. 


Curator Wylie reporting on his first 
year of service stated he had given 
talks to 70 school classes, 30 civic orga- 
nizations in Mystic, Stonington, Groton, 
New London, and Jewett City. He has 
led more than 30 field trips this spring. 
He reminded members there are walks 
at the Sanctuary every Sunday through- 
out the year, during spring, summer 
and autumn at 7 a.m., in the winter at 
2:30 p.m. Members and friends are 
welcome. 

Nature trails have been renewed, new 
directional signs, other signs describing 
trees, flowers and birds. New work is 
constantly being developed. 

Rudy Favretti, Conn. Extension Serv- 
ice, gave an informal talk on Planting 
for the Future. As planting chairman 
for the Sanctuary he plans the creation 
of a hummingbird garden—a plot in 
bloom continuously from May to Sep- 
tember. He discussed demonstration 
planting of all New England evergreen 
trees, and of ornamental and native 
shrubs that attract birds, as well as a 
project to introduce wildflowers not al- 
ready found on the Sanctuary’s 121 
acres. 


Gus Peterle Given 
Vote of Thanks 


The curator wishes to express the 
gratitude of the members of the 
Pequot-sepos to Mr. Gus Peterle for 
his invaluable assistance on the build- 
ing being reconditioned for a winter 
meeting place. Gus spent an entire day 
here, the result of which is a complete 
new end in the building, including door 
and large window. Thanks to Gus, the 
building is now near completion. 
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Fall Field Trips Begin 
On Saturday, September 6 


The Saturday morning field trips of 
the Sanctuary last fall and spring 
proved to be very popular and success- 
ful. The trips are now established as a 
permanent spring and, fall Sanctuary 
function. Many of the same areas will 
be visited two or more times each year 
as they prove to be “hot” birding spots. 
New areas will be explored ‘vy your 
curator in an effort to increase and 
vary the trips as much as possible. 
Any suggestions for possible field trips 
will be welcomed. This will be your 
only official notice of the fall trips so 
mark them on your calendar now. 


Sept. 6,7a.m. Napatree Point 

Sept. 13, 7 a.m. Barn Island 

Sept. 20,7 a.m. Point Judith 

Sept. 27,7 a.m. Barn Island 

Oct. 4,7a.m. Rocky Neck 

Oct. 11, 7 a.m. Bluff Point 

Oct. 18, 7 a.m. Harkness Memorial Pk. 
Oct. 25, 7 a.m. Mystic River 
Saturday, Sept. 6, Napatree Point 


7:00 a.m. 


Napatree Point is well known to bird- 
ers and non-birders alike. It is a haven 
for migrating shore birds in both 
spring and fall. The first part of Sep- 
tember should be about perfect for 
these shore birds. Leave the Sanctuary 
parking lot at 6:30 a.m. or meet at 7:00 
a.m. at the parking lot of the Watch 
Hill Yacht Club. Come prepared to walk 
two or three miles along the sandy 
beach. 


Saturday, Sept. 13, Barn Island 
7:00 a.m. 
The Barn Island trips were very pop- 
ular last fall and spring so it is only 
natural that they should be conducted 
again this fall. Local people can meet 
at the Sanctuary parking lot at 6:45 
a.m. or on the Barn Island road at 7:00 
a.m. Turn off U.S. No. 1 on the Green- 
haven road and take the immediate 
right to Barn Island. Official starting 
point will be at the R.R. crossing on 
this road. 
Saturday, Sept. 20, Point Judith 
7:00 a.m. 


This is a new trip this year spon- 
sored by the Sanctuary. It seems that 
many of our members have birded at 
this spot and it is reportedly one of the 
best spots along the southern New 
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Number Two 


The First Year 


The first year at Pequot-sepos has 
certainly been a busy and rewarding 
one for your curator. The summer was 
pretty well taken up by maintenance 
work such as cutting grass, clearing 
trails, collecting specimens and _ build- 
ing exhibits for the Trailside Museum, 
and some work in and around the ponds 
and wet areas on the Sanctuary. In ad- 
dition, some groups of children and 
adults were conducted through the 
trails and a few long-range plans were 
formulated. 


The beginning of September was also 
the beginning of a series of guided field 
trips both on and off the Sanctuary. 
The Sunday Nature Walks started on 
the first Sunday in September, and 
proved so popular and interesting to 
our members and local residents, that 
they have been extended throughout 
the entire year. The Saturday morning 
trips to points of local interest were 
well attended and they have evolved 
into annual trips every Saturday dur- 
ing the months of April-May, and Sep- 
tember-October. It is hoped that the 
people who attend these trips will de- 
velop into a nucleus from which great- 
er and more far reaching “things” will 
result. 


With the beginning of October your 
curator started teaching natural science 
to all the sixth grades in Westerly, 
R. I. This program was under the aus- 
pices of the Rhode Island Audubon So- 
ciety. Your curator worked with about 
190 children on this program which in- 
volved eight one hour visits to each 
class room and then ended with a two 
hour field trip for each class, here at 
the Pequot-sepos. It is hoped that a pro- 
gram similar to this can be started, in 
the near future, in the Stonington- 
Mystic-Groton area schools. 

Outside of the field trips, teaching, 
talks and lectures to civic and commu- 
nity groups, your curator spent the 
bulk of the winter working on the Na- 
ture Trail signs and labels and the re- 
vamping of the Trailside Museum. 
Many changes, and it is hoped, im- 
provements, have been made on the 
trail as well as in the museum. This 
work will be continued this winter as 
museums and nature trails are never 
“finished.” They are always in a con- 
dition of flux. 

With the coming of spring came 
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Fall Field Trips 


(Continued from Page One) 


England coast. This is the longest of 
the Saturday morning trips and will un- 
doubtedly take the entire morning. 
This trip will leave from the Sanctuary 
parking lot at 7:00 a.m. Westerly and 
other members in that area can meet 
the group opposite the Mohican Shop- 
ping Center in Westerly at 7:15 a.m. 


Saturday, Sept. 27, Barn Island 
7:00 a.m. 
This is a repeat of the Sept. 13th trip 
and the arrangements will be the same. 
Fall migrants move through an area 
quite rapidly and this should offer very 
different birding from the previous 
trip. 


Saturday, Oct. 4, Rocky Neck 
State Park 7:00 a.m. 


Rocky Neck is another new trip ini- 
tiated this fall. It is reportedly very 
good and many of our members speak 
very highly of the area. Leave the 
Sanctuary parking lot at 6:30 a.m., or 
meet at the Rocky Neck parking lot at 
7:00 a.m. State Park signs on U‘S. No. 
1 and Route No. 95 will guide persons 
to the park. 


Saturday, Oct. 11, Bluff Point 
7:00 a.m. 
The Bluff Point trip proved highly 
successful this spring so is going to be 
held again this fall. A combination of 
land birds, shore birds, and waterfowl 
should combine to make this one of the 
better trips of the series. Leave the 
Sanctuary parking lot at 6:45 a.m., or 
meet at the Groton Town Hall, Poquon- 
nock Bridge, at 7:00 a.m. Mr. Walter 
J. Moran will again be the leader for 
this trip. 


Saturday, Oct. 18, Harkness 
Memorial Park 7:00 a.m. 


Harkness Park is a favorite birding 
spot of many of our New London mem- 
bers. Trips to the park in the past have 
proved worth while so it has now be- 
come an annual event. Leave from the 
Sanctuary parking lot at 6:30 a.m. or 
meet at the parking lot at Harkness at 
7:00 a.m. This park is located on Great 
Neck Road, Waterford. 


Saturday, Oct. 25, Mystic River 
7:00 a.m. 
A trip to check the bird life on and 
around the Mystic River at this time 
of year should be interesting. Many 
migrants should be in by now. The trip 
will start from the Sanctuary parking 
lot and the exact route will be planned 
at that time. Join us here, and let’s get 
a good count on the river. 
Last fall, the Sanctuary sponsored a 
trip to Mt. Tom, Northampton, Mass. 
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to observe hawk migration. As is often 
the case, the weather does not cooper- 
ate on a trip p'anned in advance. The 
weather was completely against us on 
this day, and no hawks were migrating. 
However, on Sunday, Sept. 29th a good 
migration of hawks was observed from 
the Pequot-sepos Sanctuary. The count 
for the day was nine species of hawks, 
totaling some 67 individuals. It was de- 
cided at that time last fall not to have 
a “hawk” trip again this year, but to 
do our hawk watching from our own 
Sanctuary. We are having a trip every 
Saturday through September and Octo- 
ber. 


There is also the regularly scheduled 
Sunday morning bird walk at the Sanc- 
tuary. Any one or more of these Sat- 
urdays or Sundays that wind and 
weather conditions are right for good 
hawk flights, the participants of the 
trip will be invited to the Sanctuary to 
observe the migration’ This may be 
short notice, but it is a better plan than 
trying to predict a hawk-flight-day in 
advance, 


Vireo Bed-Time 


Where do birds spend the hours of 
darkness? Many of us have wondered 
this when puzzled by their sudden van- 
ishing as the time comes to seek shel- 
ter for the night. An answer came, 
one spring dusk, when we happened to 
discover the resting place of a pair of 
red-eyed vireos. 


We had followed an old road into the 
Ledyard woods, in the evening of the 
24th of May, and were watching a 
crested fly-catcher, high in the trees, 
when a vireo alighted on an upper 
branch of a young white oak, about 30 
feet above us. It ran with a curious 
crouching posture along the limb and 
into a cluster of young leaves’ at the 
tip. From below we could see it care- 
fully settling itself on a cradle of three 


crossed twigs, with the leaves close 
above it. 


A few minutes later another vireo 
alighted on tops of the spray and leaned 
down to peer under the leaves at the 
motionless bird inside. For a long in- 
stant it remained looking in, then flew 
to the nearest branch, a foot or two 
away, and entered the spray of leaves 
at the tip. When both were at rest they 
were almost invisible from the ground, 
and neither stirred thereafter. 


Two nights later, in another part of 
the Ledyard woods, we watched an- 
other pair of red-eyed vireos finding 
shelter for the night, hidden in the 
leaves on the tips of the highest 
branches of a young oak tree. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bates 
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much additional work. Some 250 wild- 
life shrubs from the state were set out 
around the duck pond and the grounds 
near the museum. The duck pond was 
stocked with shiners and sunfish from 
the old quarry pond. This was done in 
hope that it would make the pond more 
attractive to fish-eating birds. Both the 
Shiners and the sunfish spawned since 
being stocked in the duck pond and 
many more herons, bitterns and king- 
fishers have been observed this sum- 
mer than last. An American egret even 
spent all one rainy Friday in May 
around the pond. This should develop 
even more in future years after the fish 
have had a chance to “grow up.” 


Several broods of mallards and wood 
ducks were raised on the various Sanc- 
tuary ponds this season. The ponds are 
being maintained in a way, now and in 
the future, which will be much more 
conducive to breeding ducks. 

Not only did spring bring on im- 
provement work on the Sanctuary, it 
also brought the always welcome chil- 
dren and school classes. There were 
more than thirty school classes, scout 
troops, and other children’s groups per- 
sonally conducted on tours through the 
Sanctuary and museum. Many families 
arrived after school hours and the 


week-ends were pleasantly filled with 
adults as well as children. 


Maybe you can all see now, why the 
first year at the Pequot-sepos has been 
busy, but very rewarding. The Sanctu- 
ary is growing, and along with it, the 
community is growing in its under- 
standing and appreciation of nature, 
conservation, and all out of doors. We 
are but a small pebble in the over-all 
field of conservation education which 
is So sorely needed in our country. Yes, 
your Sanctuary is growing, and with 
your continued support, help, and en- 
thusiasm, we will continue to grow into 
a much more powerful and important 
link in the over-all chain called Con- 
servation. 


Curator Expresses Thanks 


Your curator wishes to thank Mr. 
John Borneman, of Elkhart, Indiana, 
for his help and assistance this spring 
on the Sanctuary grounds and in the 
Trailside Museum. The excellent mural 
depicting rock strata and core drilling 
is one outstanding result of John’s 
work in the museum. 
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Curator Comments 


Your curator has been actively and 
intensively watching and studying birds 


since about 1941. In this length of time 
some unusual individual birds have 
been observed. In the past year though, 
a great number of birds have been ob- 
served which have displayed some par- 
tial degree of albinism. Last fall, dur- 
ing the height of the robin migration, 
hardly a day passed which did not pro- 
duce a robin or two with a white head, 
or white in the back or wings; some 
even displayed white outer tail feath- 
ers, or the middle of the tail was white. 
Your curator has seen albinism in rob- 
ins before, but not to this degree. Next, 
a chickadee turned up at the feeder 
which had a completely white tail—a 
very unusual and beautiful bird. This 
chickadee was wearing a band, and 
after being trapped, it turned out to be 
a chickadee banded by your curator in 
December of 1957. The bird was normal 
when banded. The white tail undoubted- 
ly came in during the pre-nuptial moult. 
In May, a starling was almost mis- 
identified, while flying, as a meadow- 
lark. Why? This starling had white 
outer tail feathers! The bird settled in 
with a small flock of normal starlings 
feeding in a pasture. ‘Later in the same 
week, two rough-winged swallows were 
observed bathing in a water puddle cre- 
ated by a sudden shower. Both birds 
were observed by your curator and his 
wife as having white outer tail feath- 
ers. The next week, another person 
mentioned seeing a rough-winged swal- 
low with white outer tail feathers. This 
bird was observed over ten miles from 
the spot the two were previously seen. 


The latest case of ablinism turned up 
just yesterday, August 12, at Plumb 
Island, Mass. A small group of mem- 
bers were up along the coast of Massa- 
chusetts for some shore birding. A 
large flock of tree swallows were mov- 


ing over the marshes of the Parker 
River Refuge. A white bird appeared in 
the flock and upon closer examination, 
turned out to be a completely white 
swallow. We were not near enough to 
observe pink eyes and fleshy parts, but 
the bird looked like a pure albino. 


This seems to your curator to be a 
lot of albinism in birds. It is going to 
be interesting to see if this trend con- 
tinues. Your curator will welcome any 
other observations of partial albinism, 
or other unusual color phases, in birds. 
What is causing this? No one can really 
say. Could it be the wholesale use of 
insecticides? Could it be atomic fall- 
out or radiation? These are questions 
to ponder, and perhaps, in the future 
if the trend continues, an answer will 
be forthcoming? 


What has happened to the phoebes in 
this immediate area? These little birds 
were quite common on and around the 
Sanctuary last year. This year, not one 
pair of phoebes nested on or anywhere 
near the Sanctuary to your curator’s 
knowledge. Many members have called 
and asked about these little flycatchers, 
but no answers were available. Severe 
weather conditions in Florida last win- 
ter or the broadcast spraying of insec- 
ticides wil probably account for this 
scarcity. It is a local condition though, 
and will undoubtedly correct itself very 
quickly. Phoebes are at normal num- 
bers in other areas of New England. 


House wrens are normally common 
in this area now, but seem to be scarce 
or almost non-existent in some of the 
southern Connecticut communities. 
Their phoebes are normal, but their 
house wrens are way down in numbers. 
Your curator mentions these two inci- 
dents as they are very extreme. Bird 
populations vary from year to year, but 
it generally takes careful observation 
or censusing work to determine it. 
Even then, it can often be attributed to 
normal changes in environment. 
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Coconut Feeders 


Bishop Bird 


Feeders 


$2.00 to $14.00 


Wild Bird Mix, Sunflower 


Seed, Stationery and Se- 
lected Gift Items 


Christmas Wreaths and 
Holly Again Available 


The Pequot-sepos will again sponsor 
Christmas wreaths and holly. Support 
your Sanctuary by getting these items 
here. Encourage your friends to do the 
same. 


The purple martin house at the Sanc- 
tuary was completely filled this year. 
A third story will be added to the house 
this winter increasing the capacity 
from sixteen to twenty-four pairs. 


* * «* 


A female ruddy duck weighs approxi- 
mately one pound. In twelve days she 
will lay twelve eggs which weigh a 
total of three pounds. 


* * *&* 


The Sanctuary purple martins had 
completed nesting on or near the sev- 
enth of July. The birds are still ob- 
served in the area, but have not actu- 
ally been in or on the house since the 
above mentioned date. 
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